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A magical spell

Ananya Revanna, Bengaluru: Feb 23, 2015, DHNS:

While most people struggle to spell even the
most basic of words, eight-year-old Udit
Shivaram has tucked away in his mind
thousands of antonyms, synonyms, homonyms,
homophones and homographs.

- The youngster is a safehouse for a mind-boggling
number of combinations that are the fundamentals of the English language.

The teenybopper from Vidyashilp Academy recently showcased his mastery over
the language when he won a scholarship for Rs 50,000 at the national finals of the
‘MaRRS Intemational Spelling Bee'.

In May, he will be flying to Abu Dhabi for the finals of the competition.

He has worked hard to get to where he is now. Along with taking part in the oral
round of the national finals, he also wrote the written round that helped him qualify
for the international level.

How does the youngster remember over 14,000 words (which is the basic for grade
1 students)? I have a good memory and | read a lot of books. My favourite books
are Geronimo Stilton, Amar Chitra Katha and the Time Life series. | store the
words in my mind and | work hard. | practice one hour everyday. Once | even
worked for seven and a half hours — this was two days before the competition,”
says Udit. What technique does he use while practising? “I try my best to spell a
word and take my time over it. My mother helps me while practising, she asks me
aword and | say it.” While there isn't extensive research material available online,
his parents help prepare a special course for him to work on.

His school is just as supportive. “In school, they push you on stage and make you
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His school is just as supportive. “In school, they push you on stage and make you
talk a lot. They also encourage you to visit the library,” he says.

Straying away from the regular curriculum, Vidyashilp Academy encourages the
children to take part in jam sessions, olympiads and extra-curricular activities.
There are different rounds that participants encounter in a spelling bee. After the
written round, they reach the oral round (which is Udit's favourite), and here, there
are more sub-divisions.

So far, ‘Word Origins’ has been the toughest round for the youth. In this round, the
kids have to identify the origin of a word, be it Latin, Persian, Arabic or German.

Another tough one is the ‘Antonym and Synonym’ round. Here, participants are
asked to identify the synonym of a word on the basis of a letter that is given to
them.

‘| was asked to give the synonym of ‘calm’, a word that began with the letter ‘T". In
15 seconds | had to come up with the word ‘tranquil’,” says Udit. So far, the most
challenging word he has spelt has been ‘Xylophone'.

Udit not only enjoys spelling bees but also olympiads.

He is particularly fond of science and maths, and has been placed in the national
level math olympiad.
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